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This Report focuses on dasairrounding policecivilian contacts thatnvolve the stop andimited

detention of an individual Known as &errystop,! such contactis authorized under law and

policyF 2 NJ LJdzN1J2 aS&a 2F Ay@SadAaradAay3as ol aShe 2y |y
individual is engaging, has engaged, or is about to engage in crawinaty. During the course

of aTerrystop, an officer may develop probable cause to effect an arrest, but probable cause is

not required to make the initial stop, nor does agtthat is based on probable cause to arrest

fall within the category of derrystop.

Twointroductorynotesregarding these datareimportant. First, he Seattle Police Department
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a proxy for proactivity, the Department does not view the rben of stops as aneasureof

proactive policing. Without question, investigative stops, when supported by reasonable
suspicion, are a useful tool to address patial criminal activity, but increasing or even
maintaining the level of stops year to year is not a goathe department. Other tactics, such

as premise checks, persistent offender arrests, and simply maintaining a uniformed police
presence in heigleined emphasis areamay be considered as effective, if not more so, than stop

and frisk models that have been of questionable value, even where supported by reasonable
suspicion, elsewhere.

Secondwhile racial/ethnic/gender data are reportedhis report isnot intended to provide a
root cause analysis int@what may appear to be, faciallglisparity. As those who study criminal
justice will caition, atempting to identify disparitytself, let alone root cause, from raw numbers
alone is to perilously ignore the myriad social and economic stressors that lead &msyst
inequality at stages fardfore individual victims, withesses, or suspects ever reach the attention
of the police. On a separate trackhe Department continues to work with researchers from
Northeastern University talevelopa methodology for examining racial disparity in SPiata
that may helpto isdate, and thus mitigateroot causal factorghat contribute to disparity
throughout the criminal justice system, with respect to both victims and offentle®D will
separately report outon that methodology findings, andcontinuing effortsaround youth

LInTerryv. Ohig 392 U.S. 1 (1968), the United States Supreme Court held that such brief detentions are authorized
under the Fourth Amendment when, under the totality of circumstances, an officer has reasonable suspicion to
believe that criminal activity is afoot.

2 DataregardingFirearm Violencdrom the King County Prosecuting Attor@e@fficeq CrimeStrategies Unishow;
for example, thatvhile people of color make wpproximately29% of King Cour/population, theyccowunted for
83% ofthe 240 shooting victimsin 2017 and 85% of defendants charged by KCRAQO017 withmurder or
manslaughte chargesarising from firearms related crimes
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engagementpartnershipsin initiatives around justice reform,and continued biasawareness
training to address underlying causes of dispariyt for purposes of this report, limits the
presentationto descriptive statistics.

In 2015,the Seattle Police Department introduced a new computerized template that allows it

to capture, as part of its Records Management Sysfetded and narrative data arounterry

stops, includingnetrics that captureK S 2 FFA OSNID A a i | ( deartifiéd2ygarsk dzii &
of service), the date, time, and location of the stop, and the duration of the d@ged on these
templates, inf I & 4 &6, NBaSed in May 2017the Department released statistics
concerning a total of 13,11%errystops conducted between July 1, 2015 alashuary 31, 201@

a time period selected to capture as robust a sample as practical for purposes of the inaugural
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Departmentreports here on all 721 Terrystops conducted during 2017 in the interest of moving
into reporting periods that are aligned with the calendar year.
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through which users may navigate, parse, and analyze these @& Departmenencourages
readers to access the dashboarahd accompanying packaged data, $etconjunction with
viewing this report. For purposes of orientation, acreenshot ofthe landing page othis
dashboard, showing the aggregate data presented in this report, is presented in Figure 1.
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This dashboard supplements previously released dashboards concerning, in addition to crime
data, use of force and crisis interventiowith the intent to familiarizeeaders tathisdashboard,

this report tracksand displays analyses conducted through the dashboard, but also, to the extent
that the reader may be interested in analyses that are not presented hbee Department
encourages active exploration i$ data through this site
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http://spdblotter.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Stops-and-Detentions-Annual-Report-Final.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/police/information-and-data/terry-stops/terry-stops-dashboard
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FIGURE: LANDINGPAGE-ORSTOPBNDDETENTIONSASHBOARD

Terry Count: 7,231 Incident Count: 5,496 Officer Count: 682 Subject Count: 6,158 |Previousyear -

Precincts
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Stop Resolution -

1st Watch 2nd Watch 3rd Watch

Frisk Rate: 21.8% 1,573 \Weapon Found:  5.49% 392 Arrest Rate: 23.1% 1,667
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A. Polices and Overview

¢KS {SFGdt S t 2pbliti€d Segabdbid Arrokts,Ys€aych, @Qril seizane publidied,
collectively, as Title 6f the SPD ManualPolicy requirements for conducting and documenting
Terry Stops specifically are prescribe®ection 6.220

Section 6.220 distinguishes between polateilian contacts depending on theature of the
encounterand whether the stop constitutes a seizuredam law; as articulated in Section 6.220,

Aseizureoccurs any time an officer, by meangpbiysical force or show of authority, has in some
way restrained the liberty of a citizen. A seizure may also occur if an officer uses words, actions,
or demeanor that would make a reasonable person believe that he or she is not free to go.

Voluntary Catacts falls within two categories. Aocial contactis a voluntary, consensual
encounter between the police and a subject with the intent of engaging in casual and/er non
investigative conversation. The subject is free to leave and/or decline any a® théf A OS NI &
requestsat any point. Anon-custodial interviewis a voluntary and consensual investigatory
interview that an officer conducts with a subject during which the subject is free to leave and/or
RSOfAYS lye 2F GKS 2 Tisl todtdcNdoria ndnlstodizbisténdew isa b S A G K
seizure, and during contacts of these types, officers may not use words, action, demeanor, or
other show of authority that would indicate that a person is not free to leave.

ATerrystop is a seizureinder bah state and federal law. ABerrystop is defined in policy as

A brief, minimally intrusive seizure of a subject based upon articulable reasonable
suspicion in order to investigate possible criminal activity. The stop can apply to people
as well as to vehicles. The subject dfearystop is not free to leave.

Reasmable suspiciomequires

Specific, objective, articulable facts which, taken together with rational inferences, would
create a welfounded suspicion that there is a substantial possibility that a subject has
engaged, is engaging or is about to engag&iminal conduct.

The reasonableness of thieerrystop is considered in view of the totality of the circumstances,

GKS 2FFAOSNRAE GNIAYyAy3d YR SELSNASYOS:T YR 4K
learned during a stop can lead to additiomehsonable suspicion or probable cause that a crime

has occurred, but canngirovide the justification for the original stop.
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An officer mayfrisk, or patdown, the subject of &errystop when, under the totality of the
circumstances and reasonable €6 dza A 2y a RNJI 6y FNRBY GKS 2FFAOSN
officer has reasonable suspicion that the subject may be armed and presently dangerous. A frisk

is strictly limited to a search (generally a fuitwn of outer clothing) necessary to the diseoy

of weapons that may be used to harm the officer or others nearby.

al ydz € {SOGA2Y c®d®uHn NBIljdzZANBa &AdzLISNIDA&2NR 0
documentation aroundTerry stops to determine whether the stops were supported by
reasonable suspicion and consistent with SPD policy, federal and state law. If a supervisor
concludes that & errystop appears to be inconsistent with SPD policy, the supervisor is required

to address the concern with the officer involved and take action as may be appropriate, which

may include a referral to the Office of Police Accountability.

Thisreport examinesTerrystopsby Seattle police officers ovéine 2017 calendar yeaAll data

utilizZSR Ay (GKA& {SOGA2Yy g a a2 daNgeSiéntaDEB AhalyticeS 5 S LJ
Platform (DAPJOlF Y 6S | O0OSaaSR Ay NdemdatZ phmEMndaghiN®agizd K (1 K ¢
be explored in interactiveormat here.

3 OPA reports that in 2017, it investigated 25 individual cases that contained at least one allegation concerning a
failure to adequately document a Terry stop or to articulate reasonable suspicion; of these 25 allegations, OPA reports
that two resulted ira sustained findinggainst the involved officers

4The DAP is a comprehensive enterpvigde platform that consolidates data from multiple unique source systems,
enablingSPD to manage and analyzetoglate data relating to police calls and incidemisilian interactions, use

of-force incidents, administrative processes, and officer training, replacing a long extensive process that existed prior
G2 5! tQa AyidS3aNI (A 2hgeweportihdiiol afd atlvanked Grfalyti® G@abilities alldnvRor the

creation of reports and dashboards for etiree reporting or continuous, retéilme monitoring of subject areas
viewable by precinct, organizational unit, assignment, and chain of command. The DAP allows supervisors,
commanders, and Commanthf to utilize these reports and dashboards to make -diieen decisions based on
analytic insights and to highlight issues of concern that may warrant deeper review.
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B. General Statistics
As shown in Figure 1etween January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2@1f6tal of 7,231 Terry
Stops were reported b§82officers, involving,158uniquesubjects®

In the aggregate, across these 7,231 stops,

T ! YFE22NRGE& 0o0c20 200dzZNNBR Ay GKS b2NIK t

1 A majority (38.5%) were reported durinff 8Vatch hours (190@400 hours)

1 The overwhelming majority of subjects wgverceivedas male (77.2%).

1 White males accounted for 39.17% of total stops; whé&males accounted for 12.29%.
Black males accounted for 25% of total stops; black femalesoawcted for 5.3%.

Latino/Hispanic males and females accounted for 5.4% and 2.9%, respectively, of all stops.

1 The overwhelming majority of subjects were perceived to be betweedSlgears of age
(75.5%), with subjects perceived to be between3%years of age representing the
largest percent

1 23.1% of all stopsnEl,667) resulted in an arrest; 73.7% were resolved with either a
General Offense report or Street Check without arrest.

9 Officers conducted a weapons frisk of subjects in 1,573 ¥@1@& all stops; in 393
(approximately 25%) of these instances, a weap@as recovered.

These statistics are discussed in greater detail, below.

As shown in Figure, the largestpercentageof total stops (36%) were reported in the North
Precinct’ Figure 2 shows a breakdown of the agggite data specific to this precingt summary,

215 officers contactedl,476 distinct subjectsacross a total ofl,655 incidents, the majority
(approximately 45% occurring during ®/atch hours). Across these 1,655 incidents, white males
accounted for approximately 50% of the 1,476 subjects stopped; white females accounted for

5 Unless indicated otherwiseath for this repat was accessed on thé'®f March,2018 Counts will vary within a
narrow margin as records process through tfaascription queuga manual processing and review functiothef
5SLI NIYSYydiQa Od2NNBy (G aBiOatigha YIylF3aSYSyid aeadsSy

8 For context, in 2017, North Precinct accounted for 25.3% of all dispatches; West accounted for 28.5%, South
accounted for 17.8%, East for 16%, and Southwest for 11%.

7 Geographic location of reporting may be distinct from the geographic area to whaffier is administratively
laaA3dySR® LG &K2dAZ R 0S8 y2iSR GKIG FLILINBEAYIF(GSte& oc:
when filtering by precinct, sector or beat. Statistics cited by geographic precinct are based on confirmeskeaddr
and represent approximately 64% of all stops reported in 2017. This is a dataispaitshat will be remedied by
the5 SLI NI YSyiQa ySé wSO2NRa al yl 3SYSy befylydniplerSevitacdy @K A O K
2019.
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just under20%. Black males accounted for 21% of all stops; black females accounted for 4.5%.
The friskrate of subjects in the North Precinct was congsisteith the Citywide rate; the rate of
weapon recovery (27% of frisks, 6.2% of stops overall) was slightly higher. The arrest rate
(approximately 33%) was substantially higher than the-@itle average. Consistent with City

wide aggregate data, the highest percentage of individuals stopped in the North Precinct were
perceivedto be between the ages @6-35 years of age.

FIGURE: BREAKDOWRFSTOPSNNORTHPRECINGT

Terry Count: 1,655 Incident Count: 1,215 Officer Count: 215 Subject Count: 1,476 |Previousyear -

Precincts - Officer Demographics

Subject Perceived Demographics
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Stop Resoluticn h

Arrest with GO or
Supplemental
32.9% (11=545)

%
(n=450)

1stWatch 2nd Watch 3rd Watch

Frisk Rate: 22.5% 372 Weapon Found:  6.2% 10z Arrest Rate: 32.9% 545

8 Figures provided in this report are screenshuftshe dashboard that the reader can access, and navigate for
themselvesat https://www.seattle.gov/police/informatieanddata/terrystops/terrystopsdashboard Online, the
demographic breakdowran be reviewed by hovering over thffetient sections of the cha#gross aldashboards

the darkerqua represents Whitie lighter aqua represenitsitino; redrepresents Blackblue represents Asiaand
yellow represents muttiacial.
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The Southwest Precinct, thlgata for which are shown iRigure 3reportedthe fewest numbers

of stops in 2017, accounting f@d % ofthe total. Although just 507 of the 7,231 stops reported
were located in this area, the demographics closely reflect that of North Precinct stops and
citywide representations, with the exception of the perceived age of the subject, which tended
to skew younger thanhe citywide distribution.

FIGURB: BREAKDOWRFSTOPS SOUTHWESIRECINCT

Terry Count: 507 Incident Count: 308 Officer Count: 96 Subject Count: 463 |Previousyear -

Precincts A

Officer Demographics

Subject Perceived Demographics

Subject Perceived Age Distribution -
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% of Total

& OpenStreetMap contributors

Stop Resclution -

Street Check
1st Watch 2ndWatch  3rd Watch 7.3% (n=37)
Frisk Rate: 25.4% 129 Weapon Found:  4.9% 25 Arrest Rate: 25.4% 129
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Relative to the Citwide numbers, ®ps reported in the Southwest Precinct tendéml occur

more frequently during2"d Watchhours (between 1100 and 1900 hours); subject pamtage
tended to skew lower as well.

In the West Precinct, the data for which is shown in Figure 4, stops aesedvenly distributed
acrossthe three watches. Of the five precincts, West reported kinghest rate of arrests; the
frisk rate acrossWest Precinct stops was consistent with the @iige average,but the

percentage of those frisks resulting in a weapon recovery (38%, or 8.1% of overall stops) was
higher than in other precincts

FIGURE: BREAKDOWRFSTOPSNWESPRECINCT

Terry Count: 1,063 Incident Count: 847 Officer Count: 204 SubjectCount: 988 |Previous year hd
Officer Demographics

Subject Perceived Demographics

. . Unabl.mine .

Subject Perceived Age Distribution
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-
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Stop Resolution

1stwisch  2ndWatch  3rd Watch

Frisk Rate: 21.4% 227 \Weapon Found 8.7% 87 Arrest Rate: 39.0% 415
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The aggregate data for East and South Precincts is presented in Figures 5 and 6.

FIGURB: BREAKDOWRFSTOPSNEASPRECINCT

Consistent with the Citwide data, stops in the East Precinct were clustered oV&k&itch

hours the majority d involved subjects were perceived to be between¥oyears of age. The
percentage of stops in the East Precinct resolving in an arrest (35.5%) was only slightly lower than
in West, but substantially higher than the Gityde rate.
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